
Some people wrongly believe that you can complete a

logbook and then claim that amount of kilometres under

the cents per km method. This is not the case. 

Logbook and cents per km are two different methods with

different criteria. 

Claiming using a logbook allows you to claim a percentage

of all of your actual car expenses (fuel, maintenance,

registration, insurance etc.) The cents per kilometre

method allows you to claim an average running cost, using

a set rate per kilometre. 

When you complete a logbook, you are determining the

business use percentage of the vehicle. In other words,

what % of travel in the vehicle was for business purposes. 

Once this % has been determined, you can then claim that

% of all the running costs. So, it is important that you keep

all of your receipts for the vehicle that you want to claim.

And remember: a bank statement is not a receipt!

How To Claim The Car Logbook Method

THE LOGBOOK METHOD

When to use a logbook
You will need to complete a logbook if:

your vehicle is not a 'car'; or

you have travelled more that 5000 km

for work purposes.

What needs to be in a logbook?

To work out the business use percentage of your vehicle, you

need to keep a logbook for a typical 12-week period. It must

be 12 consecutive weeks and include every trip you take

during that time – not just your business-related trips.

Once complete, a logbook is valid for 5 years, as long as you

keep the odometer reading at the start and end of each of

those years. However, if your circumstances change during

that period (for example, if you change jobs or move to a new

house), and the logbook is no longer representative of your

work-related use, you will need to complete a new 12-week

logbook.

If you use 2 or more cars and want to claim them all under a

logbook, then the logbooks need to be completed for the

same period of time.

The logbook must include the:

What to include

start and end date of the logbook

odometer reading at the start and end of

the logbook – this also needs to be

recorded for every subsequent year

total number of kms travelled during the

logbook period

business use % of the vehicle for the

logbook period

number of kms travelled for each trip. If

you make more than 1 trip per day you

can record them as a single journey 

details of the make, model, engine

capacity and registration number of the

vehicle.

For each trip you must record the:

reason for the trip – such as a description

of the business or personal reason

start and end times of the trip

odometer reading at the start and end of

the trip

kms travelled.

Don’t have a logbook? 
Contact us for free copy of our Logbook

Spreadsheet.
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